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Labor and Immigration

The United States has always been a nation of immigrants.  From the earliest period, foreign-born workers have made up a substantial proportion of both the nation’s workforce and the organized labor movement, and labor movement leaders often have been drawn from immigrant ranks as well.  From 1924 to 1965, when immigration to the United States was highly restricted, this aspect of the nation’s labor history began to fade from public memory.  But today, when one of every eight people residing in the U.S. (and two of every five in New York City) is foreign-born, the immigration question has once again become central to labor policy and politics.  Many unions and community-based organizations are actively organizing immigrant workers today, including the undocumented, and immigration policy is a topic of intense debate both inside and outside the labor movement.

This course examines the dynamics of immigration to the U.S., in the past and present, with a focus on the role of immigrants in the workforce and the labor movement.  We will explore the social, economic and political factors that shape immigration flows, the history of immigration to the U.S., and the ways in which the organized labor movement has responded to immigration in the past and present.  

Course Expectations and Requirements.

The most important requirement for this course is to carefully read the assigned texts prior to​ each class meeting.  You should come to class prepared to discuss what you have read and to participate actively in the group discussions.  Please bring your copies of the readings to class along with your notes, comments, and questions.  Students will also be required to write weekly "reaction papers" about each week's assigned readings, due 24 hours before each class meeting (by email to the instructor).  Reaction papers will be graded on a pass/fail basis.  In addition, students (in pairs) will be assigned to help facilitate the class discussion for one class session.   
Students also will be required to write one 5-page midterm (a take-home exam), due on November 4, as well as a 10-page final paper analyzing a topic of the student’s choice relevant to the course, due at the end of the semester.  A written proposal for the final paper topic must be submitted no later than Sept. 16, and a preliminary bibliography by Oct. 7, both of which must be approved by the instructor.  A revised version of the proposal and bibliography will be due on October 21.
Students will be graded as follows:

Class participation:  
20%


Midterm:  20%

Reaction Papers:    
20%


Final Paper:  40%
Required Texts:
Alejandro Portes and Ruben Rumbaut, IMMIGRANT AMERICA:  A PORTRAIT (University of California Press, 2014 – 4th edition)
Mary Waters, BLACK IDENTITIES:  WEST INDIAN IMMIGRANT DREAMS AND AMERICAN REALITIES (Harvard University Press 1999)
Ruth Milkman and Ed Ott, editors, NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK:  PRECARIOUS WORKERS AND THE FUTURE OF THE LABOR MOVEMENT (Cornell University Press 2014)
Walter J. Nicholls, THE DREAMERS:  HOW THE UNDOCUMENTED YOUTH MOVEMENT TRANSFORMED THE IMMIGRANT RIGHTS DEBATE (Stanford University Press 2013)
Additional readings, marked with an asterisk (*) in the schedule below, are available (or will be made available) electronically.

A NOTE ON PLAGIARISM:  Plagiarism means presenting as one's own the words, opinions, or work of someone else. It is one of the most serious forms of cheating and can lead to expulsion from CUNY. The penalty for plagiarism in this course will be a grade of "0" (failure).  You ARE encouraged to discuss your ideas with your fellow students; however, it is NOT acceptable to write your papers in collaboration with anyone else. They should include your own ideas, should be written and organized by you alone, and presented in your own words.

Learning Goals and Outcomes:  Improving critical thinking, reading, writing, oral presentation and analytical skills.
COURSE OUTLINE AND SCHEDULE OF READINGS
Sept. 5, 2019   Course Introduction
Sept. 9, 2019   Immigrant America:  An Overview

Required Reading:

Portes and Rumbaut, IMMIGRANT AMERICA (2014), chapters 1-3 (pp. 1-111).
*Roberto G. Gonzales and Steven Raphael. “Illegality: A Contemporary Portrait of Immigration,” RSF: The Russell Sage Foundation Journal of the Social Sciences, vol. 3 (2017), pp. 1–17   available at:  https://www.rsfjournal.org/content/rsfjss/3/4/1.full.pdf

Sept. 16, 2019    Immigration Past and Present

Required Reading:

*Nancy Foner, “Then and Now or Then to Now:  Immigration to New York in Contemporary and Historical Perspective,” JOURNAL OF AMERICAN ETHNIC HISTORY 25 (2006), pp. 33-47.   Available on JSTOR.
*Cindy Hahamovich, “Creating Perfect Immigrants:  Guestworkers of the World in Historical Perspective” LABOR HISTORY, vol. 44, no. 1 (2003) pp. 69-94.  
*Sarah Stillman, "The Invisible Army," The New Yorker, June 6, 2011, pp. 56-65. Available at:  http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2011/06/06/the-invisible-army
*Jennifer Gordon, “Regulating the Human Supply Chain,” IOWA LAW REVIEW, vol. 102 (2017), pp. 445-504.  Available at: https://ilr.law.uiowa.edu/assets/Uploads/ILR-102-2-Gordon.pdf

*** Due Sept. 16, in class:  One-Page Proposal for Final Paper ***
Sept. 23, 2019    Immigration Restriction, Then and Now

Required Reading:

*The Chinese Exclusion Act (1882)

*Mae M. Ngai, “The Architecture of Race in American Immigration Law:  A Reexamination of the Immigration Act of 1924,” JOURNAL OF AMERICAN HISTORY, vol.  86, no. 1 (June 1999), pp. 67-92.

*Tanya Golash-Boza and Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo, "Latino Immigrant Men and the Deportation Crisis: A Gendered Racial Removal Program,” LATINO STUDIES, vol. 11 (2013), pp, 271-292.  
*Zoltan L. Hajnal and Marisa Abrajano, “Trump’s All Too Familiar Strategy and Its Future in the GOP,” THE FORUM, vol. 14 (2016), pp. 295-309.  Available at:

Available at: https://ccis.ucsd.edu/_files/journals/11trumps-all-too-familiar-strategy-and-its-future-in-the-gop.pdf
October 7, 2019 The Labor Movement and the Politics of Immigration 


Required Reading:
*Janice Fine and Daniel J. Tichenor, "A Movement Wrestling:  American Labor's Enduring Struggle with Immigration, 1866-2007," Studies in American Political Development, 33:1(2009), pp. 84-113.    (required readings continue on p. 4)
Ed Ott, "Lessons from the New Labor Movement for the Old," in Milkman and Ott, eds., NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK. pp. 289-93.

*** Due Oct. 7, in class:  Preliminary Bibliography for Final Paper ***

*** October 14 -    NO CLASS - COLUMBUS DAY  ***
October 16, 2019 (Wednesday)   Organizing Immigrant Workers in the 1930s

Required Reading:

*Lizabeth Cohen, MAKING A NEW DEAL:  INDUSTRIAL WORKERS IN CHICAGO, 1919-1939 (Cambridge University Press, 1990), pp. 301-360 (+ footnotes).
*George J. Sánchez, “Forging a New Politics of Opposition,” chapter 11 of his BECOMING MEXICAN-AMERICAN:  ETHNICITY, CULTURE AND IDENTITY IN CHICANO LOS ANGELES, 1900-1945 (New York:  Oxford University Press, 1993), pp. 227-252.

October 21, 2019  20th Century Immigrant “Success Stories”:  The West Indian Case


Required Reading:
Waters, BLACK IDENTITIES (1999), chapters 1, 3, 4 and 5 (pp. 1-15, 44-191).

*** Due Oct. 21, in class:  Revised Final Paper Proposal and Bibliography  ***

October 28, 2019 Gender and Immigration 


Required Reading:

*Pierrette Hondagneu-Sotelo and Ernestine Avila, “’I'm Here, but I'm There’: The Meanings of Latina Transnational Motherhood,” GENDER AND SOCIETY, Vol. 11, No. 5 (Oct., 1997), pp. 548-571

*Ruth Milkman and Veronica Terriquez,  "'We Are the Ones Who Are Out in Front':  Women's Leadership in the Immigrant Rights Movement," FEMINIST STUDIES, Vol. 38, No. 3 (Fall 2012), pp. 723-52.
Kathleen Dunn, "Street Vendors in and Against the Global City:  VAMOS Unidos," in Milkman and Ott, eds., NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK. pp. 134-149.
November 4, 2019   Second Generation Immigrants and Assimilation


Required Reading:

Waters, BLACK IDENTITIES (1999), chapter 8 (pp. 285-325).
Portes and Rumbaut, IMMIGRANT AMERICA (2014), chapter 7 (pp. 258-305)
* * * MIDTERM PAPER DUE Nov. 4 - in class* * *

November 11, 2019   Immigrant Organizing and the Immigrant Rights Movement


Required Reading:

*Ruth Milkman and Kent Wong, “Organizing Immigrant Workers:  Case Studies from Southern California,” in REKINDLING THE MOVEMENT:  LABOR’S QUEST FOR RELEVANCE IN THE 21ST CENTURY, eds. Lowell Turner, Harry C. Katz and Richard W. Hurd (Cornell University Press, 2001), pp. 99-128.
Ben Shapiro, "Organizing Supermarket Workers in Brooklyn:  A Union-Community Partnership," in Milkman and Ott, eds., NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK. pp. 49-69.

Benjamin Becker, "Taking Aim at Target:  West Indian Immigrant Workers Confront the Difficulties of Big Box Organizing," in Milkman and Ott, eds., NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK. pp. 25-48.

*Irene Bloemraad, Kim Voss, and Taeku Lee, “The Immigration Rallies of 2006:  What Were They, How Do We Understand Them, Where Do We Go?”  Introduction to Voss and Bloemraad, eds., RALLYING FOR IMMIGRANT RIGHTS (University of California Press, 2011), pp. 3-43.

November 18, 2019   Immigrant Political Participation


Required Reading:
Portes and Rumbaut, IMMIGRANT AMERICA (2014), chapter 5 (pp. 161-213).
*John Mollenkopf, "The Rise of Immigrant Influence in New York City Politics," in Nancy Foner, Jan Rath, Jan Willem Duyvendak, and Rogier van Reekum, eds., NEW YORK AND AMSTERDAM:  IMMIGRATION AND THE NEW URBAN LANDSCAPE (New York University Press, 2014), pp. 203-229. 

Stephen McFarland, "Bridging City Trenches:  The New York Civic Participation Project," in Milkman and Ott, eds., NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK. pp. 187-207.

November 25, 2019   Worker Centers and Alt-Labor Organizing


Required Reading:

*Steve Jenkins, “Organizing, Advocacy and Member Power:  A Critical Reflection,” WORKING USA 6:2 (2002), pp. 56-89.
*Janice Fine, “A Marriage Made in Heaven?  Mismatches and Misunderstandings between Worker Centers and Unions,” BRITISH JOURNAL OF INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 45:2 (June 2007), pp. 335–360.
Ruth Milkman, "Introduction," Milkman and Ott, eds., NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK. pp. 1-22.
Susan McQuade, "Creating 'Open Space' to Promote Social Justice:  The MinKwon Center for Community Action," in Milkman and Ott, eds., NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK. pp. 208-226.

Mischa Gaus, "Not Waiting for Permission:  The New York Taxi Workers Alliance and 21st Century Bargaining," in Milkman and Ott, eds., NEW LABOR IN NEW YORK. pp. 246-265.

Michele Camou, "Synchronizing Meanings and Other Day Laborer Organizing Strategies:  Lessons from Denver," Labor Studies Journal 34:1(2009), pp. 39-64

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
December 2, 2019 The DREAMers 

Required Reading:
Walter Nicholls, THE DREAMers  (entire book)
December 9, 2019    The Refugee Crisis
Required Reading:

Brittany Blizzard and Jeanne Batalova, “Refugees and Asylees in the United States,” Migration Policy Institute, Available at: https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/refugees-and-asylees-united-states
*Molly Fee and Rawan Arar,” What Happens When the U.S. Stops Taking in Refugees,”   CONTEXTS, vol. 18 (2019), pp. 18-23.

FINAL PAPERS DUE December 20.
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